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Abstract

Humanitarian intervention represents one of the most controversial issues in
contemporary international law due to its direct intersection with state sovereignty, non-
intervention, and the prohibition of the use of force. This research examines the
conceptual and historical foundations of humanitarian intervention, along with its legal
basis under the UN Charter, International Humanitarian Law, and global human rights
treaties. It also analyzes the legal and political challenges surrounding its legitimacy,
reviews scholarly positions, and presents practical case studies to illustrate the
complexities of lawful and unlawful interventions. The study concludes that, despite its
humanitarian nature, humanitarian intervention remains a dual-purpose instrument
vulnerable to political misuse, underscoring the need for clearer legal standards that
balance human protection with state sovereignty.

Keywords :Humanitarian Intervention — Sovereignty — International Law —
Responsibility to Protect.
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% _United Nations Security Council, Resolution 1244 (1999) on the situation in Kosovo.
% _United Nations Security Council, Resolution 418 (1977), concerning sanctions on South Africa.

70 _Shaw, Malcolm N. International Law, 8th ed., Cambridge University Press, 2017.
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71 _United Nations Security Council, Resolution 794 (1992), on the situation in Somalia.
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3~ Brownlie, lan. Principles of Public International Law, 7th ed., Oxford University Press, 2008.
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76 _United Nations, Report of the Independent Inquiry into the Actions of the United Nations during the
1994 Genocide in Rwanda, 1999,p, 24.
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Oxford University Press, 2007, p,15.
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